' The CASE ov the Woollen-Drapers »f 
London and Weſtminſter. 


N the Eighth and Ninth Year of His preſent Majeſty's Reign, an A& was paſſed 
Entitled, An A? to Reftore the Market of Blackwell-Hall : the Clothiers, = - 
gulating the Fattors there, Which AR, the Woollen-Drapers not looking upon them- 
ſelves to be concern'd in, did not the» make their Application to the mnney 
Honourable Houſe of Commons :; but finding (ro their great Grief) that Act 


' to extend to the Deſtruction of the Weoollen ManufatFare in general (the Encouragement 


of which, the Houſe of Commons has always intended ) and to the great Damage of 
the Woollen-Drapers of London and Weſtminſter in particular ; have therefore humbly 
Petitioned to be heard againſt a New Bill brought in for Enforcing the ſaid AR, and 
laying freſh Grievances upon the Woollen-Drapers, &c. | 


Reaſons why the Drapers look upon themſelves to be Sufferers are, 


Firſt. By the making a New Law, obliging them to give Notes for Goods bought 
( otherwiſe than with ready Money) upon a ſevere Penalty ; whereas ir has been always 


+ in the Power of every Man in Buſineſs, to diſpoſe of his Goods as he thought fit him- 


ſelf, either for ready Money ( with which aloxe very little Trade can be carried on ) 
Bond or Note; ſo that there ſeems to be no Neceſlity for the extraordinary Interpoſi- 
tion of the Legiſlative Power, in making an Act for that purpoſe. 

Secondly. The Drapers cannot but think their Caſe to be very ſeyere, by being very 
particular ; for if other Traders, and the Gentlemen with whom they Deal, were obliged 
cither to pay ready Money, or give their Notes (as the Drapers are by the late At 


|. conſtrain'd to do) that then they would have no Reaſon to offer their Complaints to 


" the Honourable Houſe of Commons, but do their Duty in a chearful Submiſſion. 
Thirdly. What will be extreamly grieyous ro them, is the deſign of the New Bill, 
which obliges them to pay Intereſt at Six per Ceyt. for all Sums contrated for, and not 
paid at the Day, whether occaſioned by a Negle& in having + it call'd for, or a preſent 
Incapacity in the Merchant or Draper in complying with it. | 


 Objedtion. The Reaſon why the former AQ paſt, was purely in Conſultation to the 

Eaſe of Clothiers, that they ( Living at a great Diſtance) might (at their coming to Londen) 
know who were their Debtors, and where to make their Demands ; which Accounts, 
ſome Factors perhaps, have ſomtimes refuſed to give them. 

Anſwer. There is no Trade, where every Man is Honeſt, and if it has eyer been a 
Clathier's ill Fortune to meet with a Factor that has not been ſo, he has no more than 
the common Fate that all Men in Buſineſs are expos'd to, and has the ſame Right (that 
other People have) to the Laws of the Land (with which, thank God, we are well pro- 
vided ) for the doing himſelf Juſtice. 

It is very plain that where the Retailer is diſcouraged, that the Trade muſt ſink, be- 
ſides, the ill Conſequences that muſt atrend Trade in general, by paſling ſuch Bills, are 
pretty viſible, by reducing Credit to ſo narrow a compaſs, and giving occaſion to many 
vexatious and litigious Suits of Law, by theſe Notes being pus into Strangers Hands, 
who will nor look.upon themſelves to be tied up by any common Rules of Decency, 
but conſult perhaps their own Neceſſities, and as frequently, a Spirit of Malice and 


Contention. 


In Order therefore to the better Eſtabliſhing the Trade between Clothiers and Drapers, 
it's hoped that it may not be thought inconfiſtent with the Wiſdom of the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, to permit a Bill to be brought in, Excluding all People from 
Retailing of Cloth, within the Liberties of the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
who have not ſerved an Apprentiſhip to the Trade of a Woollen-Draper, which En- 
couragement of the Draper, will falurel redound to the. Benefit of the Clothier, whoſe 
Intereſt the Drapers are very ready to promote upon any other Terms than the being 

' uneafie in their own Imploy, to which the giving of Notes, very much contributes ; 
for a Relief from which, they have ne”, to the Wiſdom of the Honourable Houle 
of Commons, who they are aſſured, are not leſs Ready, thay Capable to Redreſs them, 
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